THE SHEPHERD’S CANDLE
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Week Four



The Shepherd’s Candle - Week Four
(Today you can begin lighting 4 candles, then pray, and say the key verse together.)

Sunday and Monday, December 20 and 21

If we were going to plan the birth of the Son of God, | would imagine that we
would have had him born in a palace, and all his first visitors would have been people of
great importance. But God had a plan for his son that was quite out of the ordinary. Today
we will read about the first people besides his parents to see Jesus and find out how they
got the news of his birth.

The Shepherds and Angels

Luke 2:8-20

8 That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their flocks
of sheep.
9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's
glory surrounded them. They were terribly frightened,
10 but the angel reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "l bring you good news of
great joy for everyone!
11 The Savior-yes, the Messiah, the Lord-has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city
of David!
12 And this is how you will recognize him: You will find a baby lying in @ manger, wrapped
snugly in strips of cloth!"
13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others-the armies of heaven-
praising God:
14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and peace on earth to all whom God favors."
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Come
on, let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this wonderful thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about."
16 They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in
the manger.
17 Then the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said
to them about this child.
18 All who heard the shepherds' story were astonished,
19 but Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and thought about them often.
20 The shepherds went back to their fields and flocks, glorifying and praising God for
what the angels had told them, and because they had seen the child, just as the angel
had said.
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You have 2 days to do this assignment. Read the story one time for
each color you mark.
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7. Put a pink heart shape around the words

How did the shepherds feel when the angel appeared? (v.9)
What did the angel bring? (v.10)

Who was the good news for?

What names are given to Jesus? (v.11)

S

M

L
What did they do as soon as the angels left?
What did they do with the good news? (v.17)
What did people think about the news the shepherds told them? (v. 18)

What did the shepherds do when they got back to their fields?

Talk Together: What do you like best about this event? How would you have felt if you
were one of the shepherds? Is this good news about the birth of Jesus still exciting today?
Think about ways you can tell everyone you know about the real reason we celebrate
Christmas.
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Tuesday and Wednesday, December 22 and 23

God had an amazing way of showing some wise men from a far away land how to
find their way to the town where Baby Jesus was born. God created all the stars, and He
created one very special star for a very special purpose.
The Visit of the Wise Men

Matthew 2:1-12

1 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod.
About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking,
2 "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? \We have seen his star as it arose, and we
have come to worship him."
3 Herod was deeply disturbed by their question, as was all of Jerusalem.
4 He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law. "Where did
the prophets say the Messiah would be born?" he asked them.
5 "In Bethlehem," they said, "for this is what the prophet wrote:
B w0 #DSGKDGDL NE +TC@Gu

you are not just a lowly village in Judah,

for a ruler will come from you

VGN VHKK AD SGD RGDOGDQC ENQ LX ODNOKD
7 Then Herod sent a private message to the wise men, asking them to come see him. At
this meeting he learned the exact time when they first saw the star.
8 Then he told them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you
find him, come back and tell me so that | can go and worship him, too!"
9 After this interview the wise men went their way. Once again the star appeared to
them, guiding them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place
where the child was.
10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!
11 They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary, were, and they fell
down before him and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12 But when it was time to leave, they went home another way, because God had
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.
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Where were the wise men from? (v.1)

Who were they looking for? (v.2)

How did they happen to arrive in Jerusalem?

How did Herod and the people of Jerusalem feel about the arrival of these wise men and

their questions? (v.3)

Who helped the wise men find the answers to their questions? (v.4)

How did they know the answers? (v.5)
Where was the Messiah to be born? (v.5)
What did the wise men do next? (v.9)

What did the wise men do when they saw the child? (v.11)

Talk Together: Why do you think Herod was deeply disturbed by the news of a newborn
king of the Jews?

Talk Together: | sndét it wonder f ul how God | eads peop
for His Son Jesus? God has a wonderful promise in Jeremiah 29:11-1 3 :For | kilow the
pl ans | h says the LORD: fiThgyaane plads for good and not for disaster, to

give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, | will listen. If you look for
me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me.o

Another promise is in Proverbs 8:17 fiThose who search for me will surely find me.o
How do we search for Jesus today? What do we have to do to find Him?
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